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Es upon Occafion of © Mr. Molyneux's -late Book : In» 


;  -* Tituled, The Caſe of Ireland's being Bound by Aﬀts 
of Parliament -in England, Stated. Printed Anno 
1698, 


pendence - of the Kingdom of Ireland from the Kingdom, 

though not from the King of England, becauſe he is alſo 

' . . King of Ireland: as of 'Scotland, thou ugh without any SubjeQion of the 

| . Kingdom of Scotlandtto the Kingdom of *Englanu - Ifay, he has prov'd 

this, by undeniable 2atter-of Fad, through all the ancient Precedents, 
| down tothe Reign of K. Charles I. 

But:from the Time he produces Precedents of ſome A&s' of Patlize 
went in England, which have bound Jreland. Againſt which the com- 
plains as Tanovations : And which therefore ought not to deſtroy their 

|; Ancient Liberties and: Freedoms. | And he has beſides Three Arguments, 
| by which he wou'd avail the force of theſe late Precedents,- from being 
= . any binding Law to 1reland, ſo as to diſſolve their Original Tndepen- 
dency upon England. 
The firſt is, "Chat, thre has been no eccaſio on 'of Executing thoſe Laws in 
Freland ; as he Inſtances, p. 103. upon occaſion of the Tobacco Af, i.e. 


M: Molyneux has, I think, demonſtratively Ns Be Ind 


there: And therefore there has no Caſe happer'd, to diſpute-the Vali> 
dity of that 4A& made in England; and. conſequently toknow avherher { 
Trelar.d has Subjected it felf to that A@? 
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for bidding Tobacco to be Planted In. Treland; For there is none Phinted 
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Secondly, That- Private Perſons may obey an Engliſh At which relates 


' to Jreland, for their own Security , and to avail Trouble or Charge - 


to themſelves: But that this does not infer the . Conſent or Submiſſion of 
the Ringdom of Ireland, whereby it may be bound by ſuch Precedents. 

This may be Pleaded in Relation to the Engliſh AG of Navigation, 
which obliges 171/ Ships, Importing any Goods from our Foreign Plan- 
tations, to Touch firſt at F:2land, And the Engl;h Ads Prohibiting 
the Exportation. of Wool from Jrelazd, to any Country, except to 
England, Theſe Mr. Molyneux mentions, p. 103, 104. 

The Th:rd Argument he has, is, That ſome 4&Gs have been made in 
England, Relating to J/reland, in. the Times of- ſuch Wars and Confu/zons 
in Ireland, that a Parliament could not be held there: And yet that it 
was thought Ieceſſary, at leaſt Beneficial, to provide for the Safety of 
the Engliſh Intereſt there, by As of Parliament in England, till ſuch 


. Time as Regular Parl:zaments could be had in Ireland, Upon this Head, 


he endeavours to ſalve ſome. AFs of the Engliſh. Parlizment, mage ſince 
this Revolution, which 'rejate to Ireland. As the AG for the Prote- 
ftant Iriſh Clergy, p. 107. And the AG for Szcurity of the Proteſtants of 
Jreland, p. 109. Both made inthe .firſt Year of }. and 2. 

But p-111. He corcs toa very hard Cafe ;. which is, The A& of the. 
Engliſh Parliament, Abrogating the Oath of Supremacy in Ireland, and 
Appointing other Oatis. 3 and 4 IV. and 21. c. 2. And, To th (fays he) 
* Parltament Conven'd at Dublin, Anno 1692, unaer Lord Sydney ; 
and . that likewiſe Anno 1695. under Lord Capel, paid an imtire Obedience. 
An by this (continues he) *t:s alledged, we have given up our Right, if 
eny we bad; and bave for ever. acknowledged our Subordination to the Par- 
Jiament of England. And believe it, it ſeems to be a very ſhrewd Alle. 
gation, For none of the former Salvos will ſerve in this Caſe. Firſt, 
was not-in time of Wars,and ſuch Confufzons, as to hinder a Parliament to 
be held in Jrelanyd: For there was a Parhament held there the ſame 
Year, Ammo 1692, Secondly, This was not the Comtliance of Private-. 
Perſons, but of Two ſucceeding: Parliaments, Anno 1692. and 1695, in 
Treland. Thirdly, It cannot be ſaid, That there had been no Occaſion of 
Executing theſe Laws in Ireland, For this: Act has been Executed to the. 
uttermoſt ; By this all Roman Catbolicks areDiſabled to fit in either. Z7ouſe 
of Parliament there. By this, all the Popiſh; and one. Proteſtant Peer 
have been thruſt out of their.Seats in the 7Zouſe of, Peers. And, by the 
fame Rule, all the relt, and.of the Commons too, who had not taken 
Care to qualifie themſelves, purſuant to the Englyſh. AG, had forfeited . 
their Rizht to fit in Parlament; and conſequently, left Jreland with=- 
out the Poſſibility of any Parlamant at all. . By this. one Bj/hop, and 
others. of, the Interior Clergy have been Deprived. © By this AG ſeveral | 
Penalties and Diſabilities ate impos'd upon Perſons of all Kanks and Con- - 
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ditions; which has been exated upon all the Noa-Complicrs to the 
ſaid Engliſh A. 

Now, if a People can give vp their own Rights (which according 
to Mr. Lock, &c. (from whom Mr. Molyneux takes it) upon Trult ) 
is the Original and Foundation of all Government; what more Autventick 
Method can be taken, than to have them Surrendred by the Cefſion and 
Submiſſion of the Repreſentatives of the People in Parliament. 

This is a 2aterial Point which, 1f not cleared, makes an end at once, 
of all the Preten/ons that can be ſet up in behalf 'of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, for its being Independant wpon the Kingdom of England; and 
not. bound by the As of Parliament in England, even without having 
any Repreſeatatives in the Engliſh Parliament, That is, That the Engliſh, 
as wellas /74h, in Ireland, are in the Condition of Slaves ;, and to be. 
diſpoſed of, both as to their Tives and Fortunes, without any Conſent 
of their own, by The-nſelves; or their Repreſentatives. For ſuch they 
have render'd themſelyes, by the intire Obedience which Two of their 
Parliaments Succeilively have paid to the Enzliſh A enjoining the Oaths 
- there, and by Executing the ſame, even in tie Qualifications for Members ' 
to ſerve in Parliament, which are preſcribed in the faid Engli/2 AQ. 

Therefore, it will be worth the while, to ſee what the Ingentous ' 
Mr. Molyneux has to ſay, in order to Ward off ſo Fatal a Concluiton, 

He ſays, p. 111. 112, That this Submiſſuon of the Iriſh Parhiament ts 
zo. be deew'd as purcly Voluntary, and at at all proceeding from toe 
Right which they conclude thereby in the T.coiflators. If a Man (fays he) 
who has no Jurikiciten over mw, Command 12 to, do a thing that is Plealing - 
to"me, and I dI1t;, it will not thence tilow, toai tycrefore be obtains an Au- 
thority over me, aid tht ever bercagrer 1 mijh Obey him of Duty. If 1 
Voluntarily g:ve my 3oney to Afan when I Pleaſe, and think it Con- 
Venient for 1e; tvs does nt Authrize bun at diy time to Command my 
Money from me win be Pleates, Thus he: But under favour, this isa very 
Lame put off; and the Caie is not ſtated aright. The Caſe is not of 
one who has wo Juriſdiion over me ;, that 1s, who Claims none, For 
then, there is no Diſpute: But the Caſe ſhou'd be put, of one who 
Claims a Juriſdidion over me; and then it ought to be coniider'd, how far 
my Submiſſion 1s to be Conſtrued a Yielding up to him that Right over me, 
which. he Clazms, And ſuch fort of Subm/ſion no doubt there is; and 
has been ſo RuP'd in all- Jges and Caſes. Therefore the pref. nt Eaquiry 
is, Whether this Suniſj:on -of the Parliament of Irelmdb? of this ſort 
or not ? And what ſhou'd hinder it-? For here is a Submiſſion and” in- 
tire Obedience of Two Parliaments in” Ireland, to a Fight and Furiſdidtien 
whichthe Parliament of England does Claim over the Kingdom of Jreland. 
And what can be an Owning of this Claim of the Patitament of England, 
if. this be not ? Here isno Cave, or Reſerve, put in by the Pars mmeat 
of: 1re5:4, to fave this Furiſcitfion now Claini'd, and put in PraGice by 

The--- 


(4) 
the Parliament of England, from-being a Precedent for the Time to come? | 
But.(as-Mr. Molyneux Words it) an intire Obedicnce paid to the Juriſ- 
dition of the Parliament of England. 

Suppoſe a Man Claims a Paramount Right to my Houſe and Eſtate , and 
Pretends, That I am but his Steward or Baily, and hold only at his Plea- 
fre And; inpurſuanceof their pretended Right, ifhall iſſue his Orders 
eo me, Limiting me what* Servants I ſhall keep, and 'Admit ſuch and 
ſuch tor Tenants, and noother, And if I pay intire Obedience to theſe 
Orders, without the leaſt Interpoſition in behalf of my own-Right ; and 
ſhoi'd Execute theſe Orders, as his Orders, and not at all as my ewn, or as 
deriving any Authority from me; willit ſerve to ſay afterwards, That: 
this was purely Voluntary in me ; and that 1, only did what 1 had a mind 
to do my ſelf 2 Wow'd fuch an Excuſe paſs ? Wou'd it not appear ex- 
treamly Ridiculous * But eſpecially, if I durſt not make any ſuch Excuſe 
for my ſelf; only another pretended this for me. The Parkament of 
Irdand has-not Adventur'd to ſay any Thing of this, in their own Be-' 
half; - to enter the leaſt Proteſt, or Salvo for their own Rights and Inde- 
tenndency upon the Parliament of England. Therefore what is ſaid on 
their Behalf by others, not any way Anthoriz'd by them, cannot be 
t2ken as a keeping'up of their- Clam, it is none of their Act; and as 
they-are not Anſwerable for it, neither can they keep any Advantage by it, 

The next Thing Mr. Molyneux Advances, - in Behalf of the People of 
Feland, to ſave their Rights fromthe Conſequences-of-this A, 1s Page 
113, Where he ſays, That the Right cf being Subjed- only to ſuch Laws 
te which Men give their own Conſent, is ſo mherent to all Mankind, and 
Founded on ſuch Immutable Laws of Nature and Reaſon, that "tis not -t0'be 
Alien'd or Given up, by any Body of Mun whatſcemer. | 

This ſtrikes at the Power of the Jrifh Parliament, to Give up the 
Rights of the People of Ireland, as they have done, by their tire Obe- 
dence to this Act of the Englith Parliament. And this, upon two Con- 
IKderations. Firſt, As ſuppoling that the People never, meant to Give 
up their Rignts fo intirely to their Repreſentatives-in Parliament, as to Im- 
power them to Betray them, and Deliver them upto whom they.thought 
K&: And therefore, That any ſuch A&- or Conceſton of the Parliament 
is Veid, and not to be On:7d by the People, Secondly, That ſuppoſing 
the People nad Granted their Repreſenttives fuch a Power, yet that the 
Grant was Foid ;, becauſe that. it was not in the Peoples Power to make 
ſqch a Graz, as being againſt-the* Primut able Laws of ature and Reaſon. 
I will not enter npon the Diſquiiition of theſe Topices, as being equally 
again? the Power of all Parliaments, as weil 11 England as 1n Ireland. 
And the Recrrring to the Criginal Rights of Mankind, antecedent to 
all Conſtitutions and Frames of Government, carrys with it ſuch long 
Lenſequences, as I am not willing to meddie viii at projent: But ſhall 
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content my ſelf with this, which ſeems to be granted by this Argu= 
ment, That as far as it is in the Power of a Parliament to Give up 
the Rights of a People, ſo far has the preſent Parliament of Ireland Given 
up the Rights of that People, to the Parliament of England, by their in- 
tire Obedience to this 4, And. what Other or Better way there 1s for a 
People to Give up their Rights, than by their Repreſentatives in Parliament, 
I leave it tothe Learned to Diſpute, 

I am ſure itisa more Autheatick way, than what Vir. Molyneux does 
next lay the Streſs upon, Þp.- 114. viz. The general Application of the 
Chicf part of the Iriſh Proteſtants, that were at tat time in London, to the 
Parliament at Weltminſter, for obtamnmg theſe Laws : V/hich he wou'd 
improve to infer a Conſent of the Peopie of 1reland : But this can n<- 
ver do. | 

For, Firſt, This can, in no Senſe, be Conſtru'd ſo Regular and A4u- 
thorized a Repreſentation of the People of Ireland, as a Parliament freely 
Choſen, and fitting in Ireland. Secondly, The Application of theſe 1rifh 
Proteſtants in London to the Parliament at Weſtminſter, for obtaining of 
theſe Laws, was a Giving up of the Cauſe, and Acknowledging this Con- 
teſted Right of the Parliament of England over Ireland ; as much as was 
in theſe [iſh Proteſtants Power to do it. And I am ſure ſome of them 
were minded of it, at the ſame time. And withal told, That it was 
to no manner of Purpoſe: For that, if K. Fames (of whom they were 
afraid) ſhould Kerwurn ;, and thouid think fit to Aﬀert the Laws made in 
in that Parliament he held in Jreland, the Repcal of them by a Parlia- 
ment in England, which he did not Acknowledge, would ſignify nothing. 
And till he did not Return, they were in no Danger of thoſe Laws made 
to their Prejudice, in his Parliament, But they have Verify'd the Pro- 
verb, Too Faſt, too Looſe, And would not Relt, till they had Given this 
Precedent againſt Themſelves, | 

The reſt that Mr. 2olineux ſays, to ſave this AZ Appointing the New 
Oaths, from being a Surrender of the Rights and Liberties of Ireland, is 
only by way of Complaint. P.114,115. That if ſome ſuch Conſiderations as 


theſe, ( before-mentioned ) may not Plead for Us, (ſays he) we are of all 


his Majeſty's Subjetss the moſt Unfortunate, Then he Appeals to the King's 
Juſtice, to Protect the Rights and Liberties of Ireland, and of their Parka- 
ments, as of England and Scotland,&c. But he may be told, That 7uſtice 


does not Relieve any but Tfants, and Idiots, again their own Ad and . 


Deed. And that the Queſtion is not now, What Rights the Pariizments of 
[reland had Formerly, (which Mr. Molineux has made appear Plain enough) 
but whether they have not Surrendred them ? Particularly, by their n- 
tire Obedience to this AG of the Engliſh Parliament Appointing the ew 
Oats, and Abrogating the 01d,Enacted by Ads of Parliament in Ireland. 
Let me here take Notice of the Difference betwixt the Two Engliſh 
Acts ; the one for Impoſing the Oaths in England, and the other tor 
Impoling them in Jreland, This Latter has ſer ſuch Prodigious Pezalties 
more than the Former, as plainly ſhew the Difference they make Ewixt 
B the 
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the Condition of Subjeds, and of Slaves. In the AQ for Ireland, it is 
EnaCted, That if any Member of Parliament there, whether of the Tords 
or Commons, ſhall preſume to Sit or Vote in Parkament, without firſt | 
Qualifying himſelf, as Preſcrib'd in that A&, or any other, ſhall Offend 
againſt the ſaid Act, they ſhall be thereby Incapable of any Office, Place, 
or Truſt, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, or Military, in Ireland, as well as England. 
And ſhall be Diſabled from thenceforth to Sit or Vote in either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, of the ſaid Realm of Ireland, or make a Proxy 1n the Flouſe of Pecrs 
there ;, or to Sue or Uſe any Ation, Biil, Plaint, or Information m Coutts of 
Law, of to Proſecute any Suit in any Court of Equity ;,. or to be Guardian "of any 
Child ;, or Executor or 1dimyniſtrator of any Perſon ;,or Capable of any Legacy, 
or Deed of Gift ;, and ſha'l ſorfeit for every wilful Offence againſt this A, the 
Sum of Five hundred Pounds, to be Recovered and Received by him, her, or 
them, that wjll Sue for the ſame —— in any of their 74ajeſties Courts of Record 
at Dublin,@c. Here rhe Courts of Law in Ireland are Commanded to Exe- 
cate this Engliſh AG, as the Law of Ireland, This A, which Abrogates 
former Ads of Parliament in Ireland, -and makes-New for them, without: 
Asking their Conſent ! But it may be ſaid, That it 1s now too Late. 
That the Fault is committed. The Surrender is made of all the Liberties of 
ireland, by the S4bn/j1o2 of Two ſucceeding Parliaments : And therefore 
not Now to be RecalPd. ' 

I Anſwer : That there is a Great Difference betwixt a Freeand Forma 
Styrender.upon valuable Conſiderations ; and that Surrender which IS only 
io Conſerudively, or by Conſequence, The Firſt, if made Yalidly, operates 
Immediatcly ;, 1s a Transferring of Right ;, and Bars all aiter Cla:m, But 
the other Caſe is Diſputab;e : And Allowances mult be made, for. [nad- 
vertencies, for Force, or Craft, or any ſiniſter Dealing. And if Nullum 
Tempus occurrit Regr, the ſame Reaſon will hold as toa Parkament ; be- 
cauſe they A for Others, in a Pablick and General Capacity. Mr. Moly- 
7CuX, P.152. quotes out of Mr. Fooker this 2daxim, viz. To be Comman- 
ded we do Conſent, whea that Society whereof we. ate Part, bath at any time 
before Conſented ;, without Revoking the ſame after, by the lixe Univerſal A- 
greement; To this Power of Revecaticn, he Limits no Time, I will not 
take upon me to Determine the Punitum, when a Preſcription does Cone - 
ence : Or what Ferce it has ; eſpecially in Matters of Goverament ; we 
know Great. Uſe is made of it: And in no onetiing more than in the - 
Frivilzs«s of ParFament, for which Preſcription is the Chief Rule ro. which 


—- 


- they Appeal, in rheir daily ſearching for /recederts, waen any Diſpute 


happens concerning their K:zhts and Porers. 

But this Late A& concerning Jreland, has not yet ze cyough for a 
Prejcription : And therefore there is yet 71me for the 1r1/h Parlarents to. 
Afſeic their &ight, if any they pretend to have. They way, it they fo 
chink fir, Diſows That-Engliſh A&, which Abrogates Oaths Enjoyn'd by 
former Parliaments of Ireland, and Requires New Oaths. And they may 
Reſtore thoſe who have been Forfeited by it. This, by Mr. Hooker's and 
Mr. 4olneux!s Rule before-quoted, the Iriſh Parliament may yet do. oy. : 
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by the ſame Rule, till they do it, they are Concluded. And they cannot.” 


make any Pretence of Claim for their Independency from the Parliaments of 
Englaud, while they Continue to Pay Obedience to this 4G. And ſuch Obe- 
dience they do Pay, while they Continue any under Ferfeitures Incurr'd 
by that 4&#, For that is Execuging of the 47: And that is the moſt 
Authentick Manner of Onning it. And if they continue fuch, under theſe 
Forfeitures till they Die, I cannot teJl but. the Occafion will be Lolt. 
However, I am ſure the Longer that. Iriſh Parl;aments continue to Pay 
Obedience to this Engliſh At, the Precedent grows the ſtronger, and 
works ſtill more towards a Preſcription. The Proſpect of this made 
Mr. 2flizeux thus Paſſionately Expoſtulate, P.169, If the Religion, (ſays 
he) Lives, Liberties, Fortunes, and Eſtates of the Clergy, Nobility, and Gentry 
of Ireland, may be Iiſpoſed of, without their Privity and Conſent, What Be- 


neſit have thcy of any Laws, Liberties, or Privileges granted unto them by the * 


Crown of England ? 7 am loath -to give their Condition a Hard Name ;, but 1 
have no other Notion of Slavery, but bei; Bound by a Law to which I do not 
Conſent. 

May it not now be worth Enquiring, How this Single Act, this 02/y, of Impoſing the 
New Oaths., ſhou'd Prove ſuch a Mzl-Stone tothe Kingdom of Ireland, as to Carry with 
it All the R:z2h:s and Freedom of that Conntry into the Bottom of the Sea ! Shall we fay, 
That this is cnly by Ch:»xce > Some Men Refer '4// to that. But I think there is a much 


more ſerzcus and ſub antial RefleRtion which this will Afford Us3 And, if it be not yet | 


Quite out of Faſhion to uſe that Word, a Chri/tzan Conſideration; 
By*this 4@.and by this O7:/7,one B:ſ0p,and ſeveral Cl?r g»-men of Ireland.are Depriv'd. 


Now if it be Sac7:/2e to Reb God's Church, how much more His Prieſts? There is 


nothing Good or Fc'y but God, But there is a Relative Holzneſs, as things belong more 
Peculiar'yto Him: Tins 1/-ac! was call'd an Holy (tho' otherwiſe a very wicked) Nation ; 
that is, in Co:mparifon of- other Nations, who were not in Federal League or Covenant 
with God. And 7er ſtem was call'd the Holy City, more than All the other C3zzes of 
Tjrael : The Temp/e was inore Holy than Fern/a/em : And that Part of it within the Vez/, 
more Hoy than the Reſt of the Temple ; therefore call'd, The Holy of Holres. Not that 
Stones or Lime are in thimfclies 1757y, or one Holier than Another ; But only as they Re- 
lated more nearly to the Service of God. Thus 1/rac! was more He!y than other Nations : 


The Levites more Holy than the People of Iſrael: The Prieſts more Holy than the Le-. 


vites: And the 17. Prie/? more Holy than the ofiter Prieſts. Not that the H. Prieft mult 
neceſſarily be a more Foy Man in himſelf than Alt or Any of the other Prieſts 3; That the 
Preeſts mult be more Toly than the Lovites; or Every Levize, than Allthe Reſt of the 
People of 1/7ae/ : But this was in regard to their Cyice, and more near Deſignation to the 
Service and Worſhip of God. 

Now Sacrile2e is not the Roborng of God in His Perſon, for that 's Impoiſible: But in 
thoſe Things thr e/ate withto Em. And the Sacrileve Rifes Higher. as1t comes Nearer 
to what is Near uato Him 3Tacgefors, ws the Holineſs of Inanimate Things, as of Temples, 
&c. is not {o Great as the Holineſs (tho Relative) of Perſons : So the Sacrilege is Greater 
of Robbing Holy Pcr{cris, than Holy 71:20. It had been Grenier Sacrzlege to have 
Robb'd 4aro: of his Mos eſtments, than the Temple of its Ve2ajuls : And Greater Sacri- 
lege {as of Kirah, £3c } to have P.obb'd Aaron of his Power and Authority, than of his 
Veſtments. | ; | 

Now this 43 of Deprivation Rovbs the Biſvop: and Clergy of their SPIRITUAL Porw- 
erand z2uhity: And therefore is a Greater Sicr:lege than the Robbing of Churches, or 
Aitars. : y 

And is it not worth our ſerions Reflection. That this is the AR which-Deprives Ireland 
of All their C:v:. Rights, as a People, palt all iJelp of thoſe Excuſes, by whica they avoid 
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if Ireland will Rick to-that $qcvilege, which has been Impoſed upon them by the: Parlie! 
Iorit of England, they: muſt Accept of S/avery into the Bargain. But if they had rather 
be Slaves to their Nezghbours, than-Servants to God ; If they will Chyſe to Forfeit all 
Right and Title to: their Eſtates, Lives,-and Liberty. (not to ſpeak of their Re/igron) and 
to hold them Precariouſly, at the F7land Pleaſure of thoſe. who have a different* Inrereſt 
from them, and are already Grown Fealous of them, and Declare they mult find Ways to 
Humble them ; and not ſuffer them to enjoy the Common Benefie; .and: (by the Rules of 
Liberty) the Rig he of Mankind, which is, To make the Beit /e of their Labours——1If 
they will Chuſe this, Rather than do 7uſiice (as I may ſo ſay) to God, by Reſtoring what 
they have Robb'd trom Him ; oy fo much as Acknowledgin;g that they have done Amiſs 
therein ; This Liberty they have itill left to them : And t iey may Go on, and Try, whe- 
ther They or God are the ſtrongeſt. | {4-00 | 

If they ſay, That it is no Sacrilege for Lay-Men to take upon them to Dzveft the Prieſts 

'of God of their Purely Spiritual Authority : And that too upon Pure:y Secular Accounts. 
I Refer them to what has been already wrote upon that Subject : ' And which has yet Re- 
ceiv'd no Anſwer. - 

But take it as they will, if they till remain 1nſenſible as to the Point of Conſcience : Yet 
if they will not R-vee their S/avery, by their own Conſent, they mult Dzſown that Engliſh 
Af Appointing the New Oaths ; which (as ſaid before) they cannot do, without Reſtoring 
thoſe who ſuficr Forfeitures by it. 

If they will not do-this ;, Ti;en let them Remember, at leaſt, Others will, That their $/q- 
wery Commences with their Sacrilege. And it willnot be thought Superſtition hereafter 
to obſerve, That the Providence of God has ſo order'd it, as that this very Af which In- 

Folves them in Sacr:lege, Proves.the Only At which .Unanſiwerably Deſtroystheir Free- 
demand Civil Rights. 
If we Believe not that there is a Providence,we cannot be Chr:ſtzans, no,nor good Dei/ts: 
And if there be an dll-ſe2:ng Providence, Nothing can Eſcape its Care, or Get out of its 
.Reach. | In ſhort, if there be ſuch a thing as Providence in God, there can be no ſuch thing 
as Chance ; for the one does necefiarily Deitroy the other: We only call that Chance _ 
where we know not the Cauſe. | : 7 
; Since therefore we are Oblig'd to Confefs, That there is a Providence, without which a 
-—=#parremw does not fall to the Ground ; ſurely it may be Permitted, nay, it muft become 
'cur Duty {criouſly to contemplate fo very 1.e2:ble a Charatter of Divine Providence, in 
the Falling down of a whole Nation from Freecon, to Slavery : And that in ſuch a Remar- 
kable Manner as in the Preſent Caſe ; That their Lzbertzes and Freedom went out, and 
Slavery camein at the ſame Door, which they Opes,'d to let in Sacr-lege ; at leaſt, which 
they Durſt not Shut againſt it, They are not barely Paſſive herein, as tn relation to the 
Act of Navigation, &c. before-mention'd, wherein E:ig/anud bears Hard upon them : 
. But their 6i0n Hands ated Tongues have made them to Fail; inſomnch that whoſo ſeeth 
them, ſhall Laugh them to ſcorn : And all Men that ſee it, ſhall-ſay, This hath God 
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P/alms, for the Day of the Month on which the Deprivation of the Triſh Proteſtant Cler- 
.2z thenin Engiar.d did Commynence, by that Eny/:/Þ Act we have been ſpeaking of, which 
was the.12th. Day &f Feb. 169, Which as oft as it bas Occurr'd, attorded me Matter of Me- 
ditation, and Adoring the Divine Pr:vidence, nfo Remarkable an Inſtance of it, as was 
ſhewn Tha: Day : AndT have Adventur'd to let cthers Partake of my Thoughts herein. 
What Uſe they will makeot it, is in the Havds of God to Diſpoſe. But 1f this Prompt them 
not to Contider their Caſe, in Relation both to Go and Man, it will ftand aza Witneſs a» 
.Zainlt them, of their baving Robb'd Gd : And in the ſame act Betray'd the Rights and 
Liberties of their Country, who Tntruited them as their Repreſentatives : And Deli- 
ver 'd op Them{eives, and their Poſterities, as Abjolute S:aves, by tne Mcthods they have 
taken to Ailert their Freedom ;\contrary to their own Laws, as well as the Lats of God, 
But God will be Maznify'd, if we willnot ſuffer it in His Merczes and Proteftion upon 
our Obedexce, yet by His Fudgments tor our Rebellion againit Him. 


Dec.26. 1698. L:beravi Animam Meams. FINIS. 
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done ; for they ſhall Percezve that it is his TWerk, Theſe Words are in one of the . | 


